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Distinguished guests, representatives from World Food Program, Civil Society Organizations, 
Development Partners, SBN members, ladies and gentlemen,  
 

Good afternoon. Before I say thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Chair of the 
executive board, please allow me to talk briefly about the changing dynamics of food security. 
Food Security is being redefined rapidly. Previously, when we talk about food security, it’s mostly 
about moving food from one place to another typically from a place where it is abundantly 
produced to a place where it is scarce. However, today the topic is more about producing food 
more resource-efficiently while mitigating its impacts on climate change. The way we are relying 
on the source of protein is fundamentally shifting. This is why we are hearing more about plant-
based food, cellular agriculture etc under the umbrella term alternative proteins.  
 
In this context, Myanmar is at the crossroad and there are both good side and bad side to this. 
You might ask a legitimate question – what Myanmar could possibly be good at in this challenging 
times? Well, if we can be a little optimistic, Myanmar is like a blank canvas because the whole 
agriculture and food infrastructure is lacking. Studies suggest that it will be more costly to retrofit 
the old food systems infrastructures to be applicable for new food systems. The bad side is that 
the very fundamental topics such as food safety are lacking. Nokia did not do anything wrong but 
its inability to adapt to fast changing environment cost them their existence. Business as usual 
will not work anymore. Myanmar must make itself relevant to new food systems.  
 
In this context, let me explain why SBN’s role is critical. There are many stakeholder groups in the 
agri-food ecosystem. However, if you cluster them from the perspective of interest, there are only 
two fundamental groups. One group that always look out for collective interest such as regulatory 
bodies and development partners and the other one who always look out for individual interest 
or interest for a small group for example shareholders of a private sector business. These two 
groups always have disagreements due to their differences and it is natural! For example, private 
sector entity might think that a particular regulation is too stringent however from the perspective 
of regulatory body, it has to be set this way because they have to look at the holistic interest for 
the whole ecosystem. SBN is critical because it is not only providing members for growth 
opportunities but it is also creating a forum for exchanging dialogues to align the understandings 
and expectations between these two groups.  
 



It is a privilege to serve as the chair of this strong and committed executive board. I came from 
the private sector background with the experience of running an SME. My experience says 
efficiency is key to success in this challenging environment of Myanmar. That does not mean we 
should totally neglect formalities and procedures but moving in concrete actionable steps 
efficiently with a clear-sighted vision laid out by the strategy we will be developing together. With 
that, I’d like to conclude my remark here. Thank you for trusting me with these responsibilities 
and I am very much looking forward to working together with you all. Thank you very much.  
 
END of Remark 


